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Jackson was thus engaged at 1130 p. M., on December 23, 1814, when his attention was drawn from certain documents he was carefully reading by the sound of horses galloping down the streets with more rapidity than comported with the order of a city under martial law. The sounds ceased at the door of his headquarters, and the sentinel on duty announced the arrival of three gentlemen who desired tt) see the General immediately, having important intelligence to communicate.
"Show them in, " ordered the General. The visitors proved to be Dussau de la Croix, Maj. Gabriel Villere, and Colonel de la Ronde. They were stained with mud and nearly breathless with the rapidity of their ride.
"What news do you bring, gentlemen?" eagerly asked the General.
"Important 1 Highly important.1" responded Mr. de la Croix. "The British have arrived at Villere's plantation, nine miles below the city, and are there encamped. Here is Major Villere, who was captured by them, who has escaped, and will now relate his story,"
The Major accordingly detailed in a clear and perspicuous manner the occurrences we have already related, employing his mother tongue, the French language, which de la Croix translated to the General. At the close of Major Villere's narrative, the General drew up his figure, bowed with disease and weakness, to its full height, and with an eye of fire and an emphatic blow upon the table with his clenched fist, exclaimed, "By the eternal, they shall not sleep on our soil!" Then, courteously inviting his visitors to refresh themselves, and sipping a glass of wine in compliment to them, he turned to his secretary and aides and remarked: "Gentlemen, the British are below; we must fight them tonight! Fight them tonight! By the eternal, they shall not sleep on our soil I"
It was t o'clock in the evening when General Jacksonfense of the city."nt defense was never made by man, not one gun-e balance came up in two or three days. This to Jackson was joy enough for one clay. But his deepest feeling was found in the utterance, "O, that Carroll wouldforce, by this arrangement, was reduced to 800 men, with whom he moved with the utmost industry. Having marched eighty miles the last day, heo the French throne, now menacingleet could furnish, if required, a body of 1,500 marines. General Keine foundly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
